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I'l‘ is strange how the wheel of Malayan
agriculture has turned full cycle
within the memory of living men.
In the year 1901 a Government official
vigited a coffee estate in Negri Sembi-
lan and this is what he saw :

“ On reaching the estate my attention
was immediately attracted by strange
shrubs interplanted with the coffee
bushes. To an eye well inured to the
general aspect of a well-regulated
coffee plantation these lank seedlings
of an alien plant, varying in appearance
from short, thick hop-poles to long,
attenuated walking-sticks, presented a
puzzling spectacle. The planter, catch-
ing the note of interrogation depicted
on my countenance, hastened to explain
their presence, volunteering the opinion
that they would in six years’ time
.retrieve the entire fortunes lost on
coffee.”

That was the beginning of rubber and
today, with the imposition of a protective
duty in the Federated Malay States,
planters are turning to coffee again.

Early Experiments In Malacca.

NOFFEE in this country has a long
history and one which will give the
future historian of Malayan agriculture

several of his most interesting chapters.}
The Arabian variety, which has been
known in the East for a very long time,
was tried in the Malacca district as early
as the eighteenth century but apparently
without success—a result which !
cause no. surprise, as this variety thrives
best at high elevations.

As an estate cultivation, however, this
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in Malaya until the opcnln. p of the
Native States in the early el‘htlel. and
indeed we may say that it was coffee thatl
Lrought the European planter as we
know him today to this country. In the
Straits Settlements in the early days, and
also in Johore, ngnculture seems to have
been pmtued in a rather desultory way
% pean residents, but it was eolree
t bronxht to this country from Ceylon
a body of keen, hard-working, determine:l
men who were specialised, professional
planters.

Among the first properties which those
men founded were Linsum and Siliau
Estates in Negri Sembilan and Tremelbye
and Glenmarie Estates in Selangor,
while there were other early ventures in
Kuala Lumpur, notably Batu and Weid's
Hill Estates, which are now transformed
into residential suburbs, with never a
coffee bush left in them and rubber trees
0!3 for  decorative purposes. Other

-known estates which were opened up
for coffee in the early days and are now
under rubber are Hawthornden, N
Amherst and Braemar, all in Sehn;w

How It Began At Klang.

AN old Resident's report gives exact
details of the beginning of coffee in
r, and it is striking as showing
t!nt the credit for that enterprise must
to a Javanese and not to a European.
This report says:

“In 1887 Haji Mohamed Tahir, a Java-
nese, known in pre-Residential times as

the P.thull Duan‘i or headman of the

fﬂml an advance of
frorn the Government, he being the
mu'ofﬂburuofhnd.mhddon
mry tenure, and 700 acres under

lease or agreement, and commenced plant-
ing up with arecanut palms, durians,
mangosteens and coconuts. The demand
for, and connquently the phrz of, areca-
nuts has of recent much de-
pressed, and the mh.v-t!onlx no longer a
paying one in Selangor.

“In several places many acres of fine
areca palms have now been cut down to
make room for Liberian coffee, but the
way was shown by Haji Mat Tahir, who,
with extraordinary energy for a native,
has drained his land and planted
portion with coffee, which has 20
sueccessful that he has been able to cut up
most of his land into blocks, averaging
from three to five acres, which he sublets
at 50 cents an acre for coffee gardens to
Chinese and foreign Malays...... «.The
result has been that nrplmtions for
coffee land are coming in rtpidly
Europeans, Chinese and natives, and the
?ult-nut for the dintnet has been raised

rom 25 to 50 cents an acre for coffee
estates.”

The Coffee Boom.

Y 1894 Klang, thenlhu.khwnwithn
population of two thousand, was
an exhilarating boom. Avbi-
tor in th-t;;;:rwrote' “For some time
past Inenqlnhtw
demand for agricultural land outside the
town, and in nearly every case for the

same object., viz., coffee planzing. Euro-
peans and natives alike scem to have been
smitten with the planting craze ... . ' §
believe that about four or five thousand
umdeoﬂeehndhavebemmntcdh
this year already.”
The industry spread to Perak and
Negrl Sembilan but Sel-lor remained
rlneipi.! eo"ﬂoo State, and it was
Inin‘y ownt dwehgl‘mt
Kulnhuplr t the export
aleolhe from these three States rose
from 17,000 piculs in 1894 to 100,000 in
the peak year of 1905. Considerably
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| before the latter year, however, the indus-
try had fallen upon evil days.

Sir F. Swettenham’s Warning.

lent product and worth a very price.
But they also uttered tb.mc'h&
influence

then it will come down to almost nothing
at all, and it will ruin all the people who.
tried to grow it.”
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Hill-Country Cultivation.

THE reference to Arabian coffee from
Perak in the speech above is
interesting because it is that this
vﬁuz.aumw

w

; whom had never worked under

though brief, episode in Malaya’s planting
history is duc:fbed b{klr. Rathbone in h
well-known book, which describes vividly
the difficulties under which the pioneer
planter worked in those days.

Transport Over A Bridle Path.

R. Rathbone’s estate was fifteen miles
from Seremban. There was no road
and he had to tramsport himself, his
labour and his supplies over a bridle-bath,
part of which ran through steep hill
country. His r had died of
fever and he If suffered from it at
frequent inugnh. :
His labourers were Malays,

it

man before and it ired only
mistake in unders ng their
to send them back at once to
pongs. Each man, Mr. Ra
“ brought either a kris or
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under him, Mr.

straight from Ceylon to this estate—per-
formed a umrk:lb:e feat in hehyhgdt:
nm: go! at all. Later on

deal nclmldcd with an outhreak of
cholera which killed one quarter of his
labour force.

Fatal Lack Of Labour.
RADUALLY he got his land cleared

and planted, only to see success
snatched from his grasp as soon as his

reached the bearing . He
ranld mat oat ananoh lahanr ta nisk the
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The Prospects Today.
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‘[ international trade that there is actually
-|a small exportation of coffee from

{must have an even smaller supply of cash
lrtﬁe.

LIIE HEW UuLy Wil neip Uon wne guou wWork.
This is a cultivation, of course, which has
never died out entirely in Malaya. In
fact there were 13,000 acres under it
(interplanted with rubber in many cases)
in the country at the end of 1930, and the
Chinese small holders have always culti-
vated it, especially in the western coast
districts, there being a constant demand
for the berries in native shops.

Moreover, it is one of the mysteries of

Malaya to the Dutch East Indies, but
possibly the system by, which a Chinesz
dealer in Singapore pays for goods
bought from Dutch customers with other
classes of goods stocked in his own shop
explains this curious minor current of the
coffee industry.

Markets In The Country.

WO corrections have to be made this
week. It was stated in this Journal
some days ago that all the Malay markets
in Selangor had been organised by the
Co-operative Department. This, however,
is not true of the Ulu Langat district,

I am indebted to a Malay correspon-
dent for the informatjon that in this dis-
trict, especially at Kajang, the Malay
markets have been organised by the
ketuas (headmen) of the kampongs con-
cerned, under the guidance of the District

er. There are now five weekly
markets in this district, at Ulu Langat on
Friday, at Ulu Lui on Sunday, at Simpan:;
Balak (Knjc:‘f) on Saturday, at Beranang
on Friday and at Jendram on Sunday. A
sixth market at the ninth mile, Cheras
Road, is under consideration.

These place names will be meaningless
to most readers of the Straits Times but
they are set out here as showing how a
new institution is being introduced into
rural life in the F.M.S,, and not oaly in
the F.M.S., for one read recently that
weekly markets, or fairs, have been or-
ﬂ;«l by the State Department >f

ulture in Kedah and are proving
very popular.

Native Rubber Profits.

E statement made in a recent article
that an income of seven dollars a
month is received from a two-acre rubber
was wrong, this estimate being
undoubtedly too high at present prices,
Even the gross receipts from two acres
of good native rubber m be consider-
ably less than that today, so that the
peasants in the low-yielding coast districts

than was assumed in this

-~ ¥

This is a typical coffee store on a Chinese small holding in Selangor.
The berries are first dried in the sun, passed through a de-husking machine,
then through a winnowing machine to remove the outer covering sub-
stances, and finally roasted. The cycle of operations takes ahout a week.
A great part of this Chinese coffee is consumed in the coffee-shops which



are a familiar feature of every Malayan town,

scented, making a walk over a coffee estate in the early morning a delight-

ful experience. Another variety of low-country coffee which is not illus-

trated in these pictures is Robusta. This grows well in Malaya and is
more popular with European consumers.

@ This is a fine photograph of the Liberian coffee flower, which is highly
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