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COFFEE IN THE STRAITS.
(Selangor Fournal.)

Coffee planting in the Straits Settlements may
be said to date from the arrival of the first Ceylon
planters in the Colony, who, on the failure of the

industry in Ceylon, came over and settled chiefly
in Johore and Singapore,

The results of those early. ventures induced Mr.
T. H. Hill, one of the first and most enterprising
of the 'Ceylon™ planters, to/ prospeet the other
Native States with a view to planung operations,
the Government granting him large councessions of
land in- Sungei Ujong, Selangor and Perak asa
Pioneer Planter, a title which he well deserves,
having been the first to successfully cultivate
Liberian coffee in these three Siates.

In 1882 Mr. Hill, then managing the Ampang
Tin Mines, selected and took up seme land near
Kuala Lumpur which he planted up with Liberian
coffee, pepper, tea and other tropical trees. Mr.
Evans, who died some years atter of cholera in

Perak, was the first Superintendent oa! this .ihe

first coffee estate in Selangor, which was appro-

riately named “ Weld's Hill,”" after _the late
gir Frederick Weld, then Governor of the Straits
Settlements.  This estate is now almost entirely
under Liberian coffee, there being ‘only a few
acres of pepper left, which is bemg gradually
worked out, as the ‘proprietors ewidently ‘find
coffee at §35a pikul pays very ‘much better than
pepper at Sio.

Messrs. Hill and Rathborne next selected; and
planted: * Ginting” Bedai”’ jand #* Batu “Caves”
| Estates. Ginting Bedai, situated.above the pass
of that name on the main mountain range, at an
elevation of between tweo.and theee thousand feet,
was planted with coffee(Arabiza). but had tobe
quite abendaned belore any resultsicould be ob-
tained, as it was found_impossible in the absence
of roads to maintain a labour force some 23 miles
from Kuala Lumpur lin the heart of the jungle. |
| Some treesthat were then planted-may even now
| be seen struggling for life amongst the native

jungle.
| = Batu Caves [Estate is a stretch of some 2,850
acres of flat Tand lying round the base of the Batu
QCaves, irom which 1t takes its name. At first
there were only some 12 acres of coffee. (Liberian)
planted and a few trees of cocoa, ‘but w:thin the
last three years the proprietors have considerably
increased theiwr planting operationsh In 1883
Stephensain opéned the estate of | '* Beverlac ™ at
Kiang.” This estate—=along  with ¢ Tremelbye,”

3

“Enterprise™ and “ Glenmarie W 'y arfe
situated in the same DistAigt and all opeged alipht
the same ume=was planted, i h cpspper;but the
fater cleacings have breen inted wath [aberian
coffee. From !“\'5‘4 o 1839 no W estiates were

opeied, butailew Javanese aud ludantan Malays

settled in different parts of the State’ and planted

up an acrewgr two round their houses, The most
~ P . , :
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