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To-pay, by the courtesy of the Hon.

Dr. Brown, a further letter from the Newspaper:

Colonial Secretary, on the Telephione Pinang gazette and Straits
question, will be found inanother column. chronicle

Those who take an interest in the matter Date:  Scroll to Top
ean come to uo other conclusion than 4 March 1002

that the Fuhlie side of the case has been

most ably Iuid before His Excellency, e

in the former letters that have nlrmuf NL1835

been published, mldd‘re quite agree witﬂ

all that has been said regarding it. o
Sh, & v

It seems, however, pretty elear to e 2 f .

us that the Government, in inviting sul-
the arrangement proposed, placed itself

under a_distinet obligation to the ori- < Previous Page 2V Next >
ginal subseribers—that was to supply

telephonic eommunication to them for,

at any rate, a reasonable period. It can THE WEEK.

also be conclusively proved that the THE WEEK. Tuesday. 4tu Town Baud. Golf Club, at 5-
rate of subseription so fixed was not 30 p.m. High-water 8-00 a.in. and 8 25 pm

based on any questionable data, but was

the same as that laid down by a private Tuesday, 4th March, 1902.

teleplione company who offered to open
and eonduet the service on the same
busis.  Further, it can also be shown
that shortly after the opening of the

Tuesday, 4th March, 1902, To-day, by the courtesy of
the lion. Dr. Brown, a further letter from the Colonial

communication, that is to say some The Assizes.
t.lllll! last year, the Government llelllilt«l.‘f The Assizes. This morning the second Assizes of the
fixed the rates that were to be chﬂl‘gﬁ(l o year was opened at the Supreme Court by Mr. Justice

the few original subseribers who lived
beyond the Municipal limit. It seems }
to  us, therefore, particularly hard that Muhammadan Mosques in

any change, much less the very extreme L

advance that has been laid under the
new tariff—a rise in some cases of 50 per
cent-—should so soon bemade, and that
the co-operation of the original subserib-
ers should be ignored. These latter, it
appears to us, have a distinet claim (if
not actually a legal right) on the Govern-
ment, for at any rate what may be term-
od o reasonable term.  This there should
be really little diffienlty in determining
between the publie and the Government,
seeing that in such matters there has
been laid down, we may almost say for
generations, in the collection of all rates
and taxes, formerly undertaken by the
Government, and which is still we be-
lieve in force under the new Municipal
Act, a distinet period when such dis-
putes should, if necessary, be rectified.
Surely no better precedent could be
followed.

So far we have referred only to the
original subseribers, to whom a definite
promise was made to supply telephonie
communieation at a fixed monthly sub-
seription. To the others the question
rasnllvos itself into the fact that any
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FALeS CHATZed DEYONU WHAL 18 Necessary
to pay the upkeep of the department,
with a reasonable percentage for ordin-
ary wear and tear and to meet unfore-
seen contingencies, nmounts to nothing
more nor less than an indirect govern-
mental tax. And as a matter of principle
alone shounld be strenously opposed.

From the point of view of an ordinary
mortal, most people wounld expect that
a scheme of this nature wounld, in a grow-
ing place like Penang, with a subscrip-
tion based upon the caleulations of a
gpecinlist, be a very paying concern, and

at the probabilities are that, with a large
influx of subseribers, the prospeet wonld

rather tend towards lower rather than
higher charges, At least we know that
this was the view taken by the promoters
of the origingl scheme. And although no
doubt some allowanee must be made for
the advantages which the latter enjoyed
in connection which the Eastern Exten.
sion Telegraph Co. as compared with
the Government, it appears from the
figures that have already heen given in
the correspondence to which we have
already alluded, that the department
is doing quite as well as could be expect-
ed in its infancy, and that before the
term of years lsid down in the Muni-
cipal Act, and referred to ahove, has
expired the present rate should be found
ample o meet all its requirements.
We certainly eannot agree with the state-
ment in the letter from the Government
now published, that a system which
gives such abundance of aid to the
public service (vide register of subscrib-
ers) should be burdened with the neces-
sity of giving a substantial return to the
ublic purse also. That is killing two
Einlu with one stone with a vengeance.
SEEE————

Tue recent exgﬁmmu that have
been made at Monte Carlo by M. Santos-
Dumont, in connection with his new
flying muchine, have apparently been
crowned with so much success that it
may now be taken for granted that the
question of a man being able in a certain
sense to fly, or at any rate to travel on the
air, has been abundantly demonstrated.
It seems, however, highly improbable
that at least for some time to come this
new method ofb locomotion wi{l hlmk'm
advantage of many people—the in-
creased risk to l':[tu nmrlimh being look-
ed upon with the same dread and re-
pugnance that the introduction of rail-
ways was by our “forbears,”  But habit
and usage soon work wondrous clmufs.
and it is now quite on the tapis tha
before many years are past the aerial
machine will have as many admirers
and “ scorchers ™ as the huulymr bieyele,
or the more recently invented moto-car.
And indeed it is probable that the
pace of travelling both by land and sea
will be very considerably augmented by
other means;asin the former case, the new
mono-line system, over which it is ex-

pected that & speed of 117 miles an howr

that have tobe made. They all point to
oneend, and although it would be cer-
tainly rather premature for us to demand
that n certain number of a mono-
flying fleet—by means of which it is
highly probable thatthegmtest?eed
will eventually be obtained—shoul




pcea ar our alsposal ; 1t woula seem
that, ring our mail steamers from:
Buez to bo, and especially from
| Colombo eastwards, and rice rersa, and
the greyhound steamers of the American
mdmhsrlxmthmummdmbhm
for improvement in our national service,
both as regards speed and comfort.

lk. A. B. Vovres, Dr. Peart and Mr.
osllﬂ&oll’mk,vﬂlhmm

Proresson Ju:u:s. an high offizial in the
United States service, is touring the Native
States just now.

A meeTive or E N to mke ar-
rangements for St. George's ce is called
for Fiilay, the 7th instant

Tue reserar. of the late Towkay ':ﬁ
Kwan Seng, Captain China of Selangor,
take place on the 17th of next month.

Dumixg 1901 Taere were exported from
West Australia to the Straits Settlements
1,215 loads of jurrah, valued st £4,561.

Mg. Covxe Tuve Pix's tender for the
Upper Perak General Farm, 1902.1933, has
been accepted by the Perak Government.

Two Ackes of land in Kn Kuala Lompar, eon-
taining buildings let at about fifty dollars a
month, have mcenll eh:msell hnmls for
fonrtecn thousand d

Ose o rak Malays living in the Mala
Hettlement is ranning an menbator for fow
eggs, says the Malay Mail. Awmong the
Chinese a box of padi 15 often used as an
incubator for ducks eggs.

Tue P. axp O. It M. steamer Malta, hav-
ing left Colombo at 8 p.an. on Sunday, is
mtpeehd to arrive here at K a.m. on Friday,
the 7th instant, and will leave for Singapore
and China the same day.

Tue Post axv Teneeraen Department in
Pahang, which used hitherto to be under
the eharge of the Treasurer at head-qnarters,
has this year been made into a separate
establishment with its own head.

Turue s Buey  an  alteration in the
date of the fifth and Iast test ericket mateh,
Aunstralia r. England. It has been decided
to commence play on 23th February in-
stead of Ist March. Reuater has not yet
wired result.

Tar veati 15 annoanced at Taiping of
Mr. Henry Liseot, at one time employeld on
a sugar estate 1n Provinee Wellesley, and
latterly in the office of the Divisional Engi-
neer for Railways, Taiping. Deceased was
a son of a wealthy French merchant at
Pondicherry.

Tue scexoa for to-day’s meeting of the
Legislative Conneil inclndes the Govern-
ment wotion re Singapore harboar improve.
ments, the third reading of the Court of
mnesl.n Act Amendment Bill, the second

ing of the Singapore Tramways Bill,and
consideration in Comuittee of Adrian Koek's
Fstate Bill.

A xew scaie of fees chargeable in the
Police Courts has been published in the
Ciorernment (fazette of the 29th ultimo, and
will come nto force on 1st April next. Items
1 to B remnin as at present, while ten
additional ones have been made which refer
to special fees for orders issued under the
new Criminal Procedare. These fees (at the
rate of 52) were not exacted under the old
Procedure Code.

Tue axsvarn meronr of the Postal Depart-
ment is published in Friday's Gazette. It
shows that in 1002, 1,017 tons of mail
matter were dealt with, alinost donble that
of 1900. No less than 425,778 registered
articles were dealt with, one only being lost
in Singapore, though several were tampered
with in Malacca. There was a sarplus of
revenue of $22,286. We hope to notice the




report fuller in to-morrow's issue.

Mn. F.C. Disnor, formerly a manager of
the Chartered Mercantile Bank both here
and in Singapore, and recently manager of
the Bank of China and Japan, Limited, in
London, has accepted the London manager-
ship of the Eastern Dopartment of the
Guaranty Trust Company of New York. A
branch of this institution was openel in
Hongkong on 1st ult., and another will be
opened in Manila during the present month.

A Cuvaaxy was yesterday fined 550 for
offering an illegal gratification of a $5 note
to a Police Sergeant of Prangin Station. [t
appears that the officer had arrested a

bling ecase, and it was alleged that
efendans had gone to the station and ten-
dered the money n ovler to induce the
Sergeant to arrest no more. His defence was
that when speaking to the Sorgeant about
an assanlt he took an handkerchief from his
pocket and the hank-note dropped,

I 13 xor genervally known, says the erak
Dioucer, that Towkay Loke Yew of the
Sonth, under two deeades ago, was a coolie
in a Cantonese shop in Singapore—he i3
himself a Cantonese. To-day he is the
richest man in the Native States, and pretty
nearly King of Selangor. He there controls
the Opium, Spirits and Gambling Farms.
He handles many of the biggest Govern-
ment contracts, is the Chinese banker of the
State, 18 largely interested in tin mines,
awns peaply a million dollars worth of
house property in Singapare, and is a partner
in the Hongkong Opium and Spirit Farm.
He is proceeding to Europe to be present at
the Coronation of King Edward.

Last mvesive, at the concert room of the
Engineers' Institate, the ndvertised exhibi-
tion match between Roberts, the famous
billiard champion, anl a local billiard ex-
pert Mr. Khoo Ghee Eng (Kitchil) came off.
Considerable interest has centred in this
mateh, with the result that there was a very
lnrge attendance of local billiard enthusiasts,
who watchel the play with a keen interest.
Special arrangements for the seating accom-
modation for the lmge number of visitors
had been made by crecting tiers of seats
along each side of the table, which enabled
everybody to watch each stroke with perfect
case,  There were no very big breaks mnde
by either players, Haberts's highest being
70, 63 56, 51, 47, 30 and #1.  The highest
break by the loeal player was $1, It was
evident from the first that, whether the
breaks were large or not, our local
man would be unalde to make a stand,
as in fact no one expected him to do agninst
his celebrated opponent, The smallness of
the breaks made by the champion was stated
on muny sides to be due to various reasons,
pnnenps_ﬁr thai he was not aiming so much
ab making big hits as demonstrating his
ability to do so Ly placing the s in
various advantageous positions by fancy
strokes, and eannoning them from the
positions plaged, The play was for 1,000,
of which l}\'it«hil was given 500, IHe was
beaten by Roberts on the figures of 1,002
against 967, play finishing just after mid-
night. Afterwards Roberts gave a quarter
i! o.:e hour's “':lilb“liﬁ:;l of ﬁcy anmkn.

nother game will likely take on
Thursday.




being conmected with the festivities of
the new year. The picnic was a most en-
joyable one, and thanks are due to the hosts
)[gr the liberal ‘mtlhu attentive mlAm:er g:::
which they treated ir guests. i

(Saturday) the grounds were illuminated
with Ja lanterns, and large crowds
from Pulan Ken were attracted to the place.
Creature comforts were well looked nfbl:ﬁ.
Everything went on as merry as s
mdeq;he Edveut of the Intan on Sunday
evening closed a most suceessful outing.
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