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Is Lalaport, The Mall Built Over Pudu Jail Worth Visiting?
The Japanese mall sits in the newly revamped Bukit Bintang City Center.
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Subscribe to our Telegram (https://t.me/trpmsia) channel for the latest stories and updates.

Mitsui Lalaport Mall is a chain of shopping malls from Japan that just opened

(https://www.theedgemarkets.com/article/first-lalaport-mall-southeast-asia-opens-kuala-lumpur) its

first Malaysian mall right in the city earlier this year. The mall features notable Japanese stores such as

NITORI, Nojima, and Don Don Donki.

The mall is built over the old Pudu Jail on Jalan Hang Tuah. However, the prison has not actually been in

use since 1996, and the building was demolished in stages until all that was left is the landmark main

gate and a section of the exterior wall. In fact, the main gate has actually been incorporated within the
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design of Lalaport!

Lalaport officially opened in January 2022 to much fanfare and thousands of pictures on their iconic

staircase. But six months later, has the mall been able to make a stand for itself?

Much like the malls in Japan, the main entrance leads to a gorgeous spacious atrium with long flights of escalators to help you
get to the higher floors.
(Credit: Anne Dorall/TRP)

Six Months Later
I visited the mall on both a weekday and weekend afternoon. Both days, the mall was relatively quiet

with little crowds.

The iconic staircase was empty, which made it easy to set up a camera and snap away for pretty cool

shots. The stairs are outfitted with flashing lights and music, but there’s not much else here.

The iconic Lalaport staircase comes with lights and music.
(Credit: Anne Dorall/TRP)

The mall layout itself is rather confusing. It’s shaped like an oval with intersecting corridors, but it’s

easy to get lost if you’re looking for a specific store.

(https://www.cimbclicks.com.my/bonanza-challenge-2022.html?

cid=a1:pb_a2:db_a3:bonanza22_a4:201022_a5:pban_a6:pdbnr_a7:v1)

https://www.cimbclicks.com.my/bonanza-challenge-2022.html?cid=a1:pb_a2:db_a3:bonanza22_a4:201022_a5:pban_a6:pdbnr_a7:v1


Still, if you’re not in a hurry, the aesthetics and architecture of the mall are great. There are plenty of

nooks and crannies to poke around in and beautifully done up shops that make for gorgeous

backdrops. It’s pretty nice to simply wander around and admire the light displays and gentle rounded

designs of the mall.

Even Bookxcess is done up with open spaces in mind.
(Credit: Anne Dorall/TRP)

Nice natural sunlight and nice indoor lighting too.
(Credit: Anne Dorall/TRP)

Although the mall boasts around 400 shoplots, a majority of them stand empty even in July, six

months after the official opening. Even supposed anchor stores like Don Don Donki were still “coming

soon”, and you can faintly hear the sound of construction as you walk through the mall.

Untenented shops are covered up. The lower ground floor is still undergoing construction.
(Credit: Anne Dorall/TRP)

Lalaport is also supposed to have a nice rooftop garden, but it is currently closed in preparation for a

pretty light exhibit, so I didn’t have a chance to check it out.
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At the South Entrance of the mall is a large open-air space (Wow Plaza) that leads to Gourmet Street.

This street is quite popular with a nice mix of eateries and coffee shops, such as crowd-favourite

Japanese chain Hoshino Coffee and artisanal creamery Matcha Eight.

Gourmet Street is great for al fresco dining.
(Credit: Anne Dorall/TRP)

Gourmet Street allows for al fresco dining, so it’s great for those who like to people watch. On

weekends, there are also buskers at the Wow Plaza so you will also get to enjoy live music.
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The street is pretty nice to walk down.
(Credit: Anne Dorall/TRP)

The Verdict
While it’s understandable that things were delayed or slowed down during the pandemic, and that the

mall’s opening was probably rushed, I was very surprised to see that many stores – anchor or

otherwise – were not yet ready even six months after the official opening.

An empty scene from within the mall. If you look up, many parts of the ceiling have not yet been painted over and the
plasterwork is clearly visible.
(Credit: Anne Dorall/TRP)

Despite having operated for half a year by now, there is little here to convince shoppers that it’s a

vibrant and happening shopping mall. I may have disregarded the unreadiness during the official

launch, but at this time I find Lalaport to be rather disappointing.

However, if you’re the kind of shopper who has an itinerary and only visits the stores you like without

browsing the rest, you might like the place due to its lack of crowds. Shopping here at the available

stores is an unhurried and relaxing affair, without much stress or bustling about. The interior is also

strongly influenced by Japanese design and clean lines.

There’s also a relatively decent dining selection in both the Gourmet Street and the Lower Ground

floor, so you will have nice options for food. Choose from Japanese to local cuisine to fast food to

yummy desserts.



The main entrance of Lalaport.
(Credit: Anne Dorall/TRP)

Still, like many other recent malls and projects, Lalaport suffers from launching officially before they

were ready. I truly believe that had the mall waited perhaps another year to complete its construction

and renovation work for the mall and its tenants alike, and only opened its doors officially when

everything else was ready, Lalaport could easily reach its full potential.

Hopefully, with a bit more time, Lalaport can bloom into a happening point of interest in our city. All it

really needs right now is a bit of a polish.

If you would like to visit the mall for yourself, parking is free until 31 August. Alternatively, the mall also

has a direct connection to Hang Tuah Monorail and LRT station if you don’t want to fight through KL

traffic.

The Hang Tuah station connects Lalaport to the Monorail and LRT with an airconditioned link bridge.
(Credit: Anne Dorall/TRP)

Share your thoughts with us via TRP’s Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/TheRakyatPost/), Twitter

(https://twitter.com/therakyatpost), and Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/trpmsia/).
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Anne is an advocate of sustainable living and the circular economy, and has managed to mum-nag the team into using reusable
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